
CAMDEN HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 - Walsh History Center, CP Library - 4 to 5 p.m. 

                                                             
 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Chris Fasoldt (RM), Susan Neves (RM) 

Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross  
Call to Order:  4 p.m. 

Secretary's Report/Review of Minutes:  Minutes approved as written.   
 
Chair's Report: 

 
Pat noted that 2018 Annual Report is dedicated to Beedy Parker and extended 

congratulations to her in absentia on the part of the HRC.  Those present discussed 
how well-deserved this honor is for her many contributions to both the natural and 
historical preservation of the town. Ken Gross showed the group her beautifully 

written and illustrated book, A Natural History of Camden and Rockport.  The terms 
of Judy, Susan Neves, Beedy, and Dawna have expired and need to be renewed at 

the Town Office.  The HRC has joined Maine Preservation by paying a $50 
membership fee. 

 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
Stewardship 

 
Village Green: 19 Camden Garden Club volunteers completed the clean-up 

(including pruning) on May 21.  The next Village Green clean-up date is scheduled 
for Monday, June 18. 
 

Opera House:  There was a question whether or not the Opera House staff needed 
to consult with the HRC before choosing new banners for the front of the building. 

Pat consulted with former HRC chair Meg Barclay.  She learned that HRC was 
involved in the past when the brackets were going to be installed because HRC 
advises on matters of physical changes to the actual building, but HRC does not 

need to weigh in on choices for new banners, unless new hardware is going to be 
attached to the building. 

 
Curtis Island: Mike Skaling, volunteer for HRC, working with Audra Caler-Bell and 
Deedee Conover, submitted on June 1st a new Maine Community Foundation 

Belvedere grant request for $13,900 to help complete the restoration of the 14 
windows in the Light Keeper's House.  Curtis Island Steward Deedee Conover is 

delighted with the restoration and re-installment of two windows by Greg Gordon. 
of Highland Window Works.  Mike Skaling has been working with Town Manager 
Audra to clarify the amount of funds available for FY18-19 from the original 

approval by the Select Board of $6000 for matching money for window 
restoration.  There remains $5500 available for windows and painting this next 

fiscal year.  The best-case scenario is that the Belvedere grant will come through in 
August.  Mike has been in touch with Deedee about not waiting for the grant to 



come through to have painting and touch/up on the house done over the summer 
by Steve Caron Painting. 

 
Town Records: Pat contacted Select Board Liaison Alison McKellar about possibly 

getting started digitizing Curtis Island Records.  Rosalee is also interested in 
helping.  
 

 
Education/Recognition 

 
Review of Work Plan to Town Manager: Pat sent the current work plan of the 
Historic Resources Committee to Audra. If anyone has anything to add to the plan, 

please let Pat know. 
 

Report of Historic Homes sub-committee: Susan reported the committee had its 
first meeting with members Beedy, Susan Snead, and volunteers Pat and 
Mike.  Barbara Furman and Eleanor Masin-Peters have expressed interest in joining 

the HHC which will meet monthly.  The committee is developing criteria for historic 
plaques and an application for homeowners.  The HHC plans to also write an 

implementation plan.  The committee is looking for additional members. 
 

Signage for Historic Districts: There was a separate discussion about the need for 
signage for the town's historic districts. Mike Skaling has offered to research 
possibilities and present a proposal to the HRC. 

 
Other Historic Properties/Districts: Camden Hills State Park, including WWI 

Memorial - Pat has spoken with Tom Desjardin, a prominent historian and currently 
Acting Commissioner for the ME. Dept. of Education, and with Michael Goebel-Bain 
of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission about how much information is 

needed for a National Register nomination for the Memorial Tower and for other 
aspects of Mt. Battie’s history and the Park’s history.   

 
Tom will send information that the State Department of Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry currently has in its files.  (Maine State Parks fall under the Department 

of ACF.)  HRC will send information and research we have gathered locally, and 
Michael Goebel-Bain will be the person to write the application.  

 
Chris Fasoldt will be working with State Park officials and Maine Preservation 
Commission on the WWI Mt. Battie Memorial nomination and on other aspects 

found in the Park which might qualify for historic recognition, i.e., the Hans Heistad 
structures in Camden Hills State Park as well as recognition of the early settlement 

of the Sagamore Farm area.  Pat will meet with Chris to show him the Heistad 
structures. 
 

Policy 
 

Update of demolition delay ordinance sub-committee:  Chris and Pat said that 
excellent progress has been made on a demolition delay ordinance. The sub-



committee plans to meet again the week of June 18th. Jeremy Martin provided a 
demolition ordinance from Watertown, MA which could be useful. Pat met with 

Jeanne Hollingsworth who will assist in creating a map which will highlight the areas 
in town which are of particular interest to the sub-committee. An issue for the sub-

committee is what to do about protecting historically significant rural buildings.  Pat 
suggested that that a town-wide forum on the ordinance might be held this fall. 
 

Budget 
 

Expenditure: Fee of $50 for Maine Preservation membership.   
 
The idea was floated that HRC might use some of its funds for research if an 

historian needs to be hired to assist Michael Goebel-Bain with work on the National 
Register application. 

             
Meeting was adjourned at 5 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Neves 

 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, July 10 at 4 p.m. 


